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Year 5.                                         Geography Title:  Rivers 

Key Vocabulary Key Knowledge:   To Know that: Examples 
Source Where a river comes from. 

Upper course Beginning of a river, flows quickly with lots of   
energy. 

Middle course Middle of a river, where meanders are 
formed. 

Lower course Where the river meets the sea. 
Meander A curve in a river. 

Valley  A ditch in the Earth’s surface that is formed by river 
erosion. 

Channel A groove in the land that a river flows along. 
Waterfall A place in a river where water spills 

downwards suddenly. 
Rapids Where the speed and force of the river increases. 

Gorge A narrow valley with steep, rocky walls 
Tributary A stream or river that joins a main river. 

Estuary Where a river meets the sea. 
Evaporation When liquid warms up and turns into a gas. 

Condensation When gas cools down and turns into a liquid. 
Precipitation Rain, sleet, snow or hail that falls to the 

ground 
 

 

 
• To know that the water cycle is the process which stores 

and moves water around our Earth. 

• To know the courses and key features of a river. 

• To know the names of some of the world’s most significant 
rivers. 

• To understand rivers and floods have an effect on 
communities and a global scale.   

• To understand how to compare through observation and 
recording. 

 

 

    
     
                    
   
 
 
   
 
 

Texts I could read. Questions I could investigate. Skills I need to learn. 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/rivers 
https://www.ducksters.com/geography/worldrivers.php 
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/home-is-good/fascinating-
facts-about-rivers/ 
 
  

 

• How is the water cycle linked to rivers? 

• How is a river formed? 

• What are some of the world’s longest rivers? 

• What are the rivers of the UK? 

• How might the actions of humans be worsening 
environmental disasters? 

• Locating some key physical features and human 
features on a map. 

• Identifying significant environmental regions on a 
map. 

• To research, observe and record effectively 

• Recognising geographical issues affecting people in 
different places and environments 

• To design proposals which consider the human 
impact on the environment (local and global) 

 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/rivers
https://www.ducksters.com/geography/worldrivers.php
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/home-is-good/fascinating-facts-about-rivers/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/home-is-good/fascinating-facts-about-rivers/
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