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Language Area Established Skills Emerging Skills

Understanding Listens and remembers simple stories 
with pictures

Able to follow a wide range of 
instructions with 3 key words
e.g. ‘Give Daddy the big book.’

Understands 'who', 'what', 'where'
questions

Beginning to understand some instructions 
with 4 key words
‘Give big teddy a blue spoon.’ 
'Put the red spoon in the yellow cup.'

Spoken Language 4+ word phrases 'I want more juice.'
'Mummy read Maisy book.'

Refers to events that happened in the 
past attempting past tense verbs e.g. 
'Her goed there.'

Asking 'why' and 'how' questions

Beginning to use 'because'

More grammatical structures emerging but 
still lots of immature structures including 
overuse of -ed ending and plurals,
eg. breaked, mices

Social Can take turns within conversation 
and play.

Plays complex games with other 
children.

Recognises how other people feel and 
can do something about it.

Aware when adult has not understood 
them.

Tries to make themselves clearer by 
repetition or rephrasing when adult or child 
has not understood.

Vocabulary Large vocabulary established and still 
rapidly increasing using 300+ words

Includes nouns, verbs (action words), 
and prepositions (position words)

Words describing size, colour and shape 

Language Development: 3 - 4 years


