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Language Area Established Skills Emerging Skills

Understanding Understands instructions with 4+ key 
words and complex grammatical 
structures

Able to use a range of simple 
adjectives to describe objects and 
feelings e.g. colour, number and time 
words

Can answer questions about stories 
they have heard

Negatives -
‘Mia wants a drink but not 
blackcurrant.'

Embedded sentences -
'George put the book about dinosaurs 
on the table.'

Tenses -
'We will be going out to play after 
assembly is finished.'

Beginning to understand complex and 
abstract instructions. 

Beginning to sequence events and
narrative using time words e.g, 'first', 'last' 
and 'next'

Beginning to ask what words mean

Starting to ask complex questions e.g. 
'Why are we going home?'

Spoken Language Asking a variety of 'wh' questions e,g. 
who, what, where, why 

Can describe events that have 
happened in the past e.g. 'We goed
there on holiday. We had ice-creams.'

Linking ideas into long complex 
sentences by using conjunctions
'but', 'because', 'so', 'if', 'then' 

Beginning to use language to explain and 
reason e.g, can explain 'why' something 
has happened

Starting to retell stories in the right order

Speech is easy to understand although 
some harder sounds and blends may still 
be simplified e.g. 'r', 'th', 'sh' and 'y'

Beginning to use well-formed sentences 
with complex grammar 

Social Greater awareness of themselves in 
relation to a group

Becoming aware of different speech styles 
and when to use them e.g. use one style 
when talking to their Mum but different 

Language Development: 4 - 5 years
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Enjoys make believe play

Likes very simple jokes but may need 
them to be explained

Show interest in things related to 
others
'that's a nice picture Sanjay'

when talking to their teacher.

Beginning to choose their own friends

Beginning to take on more roles within 
imaginative play

Vocabulary Wide vocabulary continually increasing

Includes abstract concepts and things 
beyond the child's own experience

Interested in learning new words e.g. asks 
what words mean

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


