ifguageLink:
Language Development: 5 - 7 years anguagetin®.

Language Area Established Skills Emerging Skills

Understanding Can follow long complex instructions Beginning to focus on key points and can
with 2 to 3 parts to them ignore less important information
e.g. 'Get your writing books and your Starting to understand multiple meanings
pencils, put the date and start your of words 'chop' what you eat, or to ‘chop’
description of your monster.' wood
Understands 'how' and ‘why' Starting to understand metaphors, i.e.
questions | got stuck in a traffic jam

Mum was climbing the walls
e.g. 'How did baby bear know
someone had sat in his chair?" Starting to make good predictions of what
will happen next in a story

Can sequence ideas and events
Developing an awareness of when they
have not understood

e.g. ‘What does trend mean?’

Spoken Language Can use language to reason and Starting to use language for a wider range
explain of purposes such as negotiation,
persuasion or to express an opinion

Asks lots of ‘why' questions
e.g. 'Can | have an Ice-cream cos its really

Language is grammatically correct hot and you promised | could have one if |
with only occasional errors did my homework?'

Joins phrases or ideas using simple Starting to use language to make jokes
connectives:

Starting to ask more complex questions to
e.g. if, but, because, then, so derive specific information

e.g." How do you know he's getting a dog?"

Social Understands rules of games and can stick Starting to develop an awareness of different
to them styles of talking and will start to adopt some
expressions they hear




Uses language to build relationships e.g.' That's wicked!"

Can understand non-verbal cues e.g.
frown

Can start and join in conversations with
children and adults

Can group words into categories Starting to compare words in terms of
meanings, sounds or word shape
e.g. food, animals, places etc.
e.g. ‘Which been is it if | have been
Understands a range of words for size somewhere, been or bean?’

and time concepts

e.g. large, huge, big, now, later, soon
Names an object from a description

e.g. ‘lts round and green, it's got pips
and it grows on trees.’

JUNIOR LANGUAGE LINK - Development Tables 5-7 Years Copyright©2017 Speech Link Multimedia Ltd



