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Language Area Established Skills Emerging Skills

Understanding Can pick out the key words or main 
points in an instruction or narrative.

Understands simple metaphors and 
multiple meanings. Less literal in 
interpretation. 

e.g.’ I got stuck in a traffic jam
Mum was climbing the walls.’

Can make accurate predictions based 
on knowledge of how the world works

Has an awareness of when they have 
not understood and can identify what 
extra information is needed or where 
the difficulty lies

e.g. 'I don't know what arachnid 
means.'

Beginning to make inferences based on 
context and language rather than visual 
cues

e.g. ‘I don't want to hear a noise means 
everyone be quiet.’

Starting to understand that stress and 
intonation can convey information 

e.g. 'I don't think so' … means, ‘Don't do it!

Spoken Language Able to use language for a wide range 
of purposes such as negotiation, to 
express an opinion or persuasion

e.g. 'Mum I will tidy my bedroom if can
I stay up and watch the film'

Can ask complex questions to derive 
specific information

e.g. How do you know he's getting a 
dog?' 

Starting to use a wider range of verbs to 
express thoughts, opinions and ideas, e.g.

'I think that's a bad idea!'
'If I mix it you'll be able to put it in the oven'
'I wonder what would happen if...'

Social Has an awareness of different styles 
of talking and will begin to understand 
the need to use formal language in 

Starting to use language for an expanded 
range of purposes e.g. arguing, criticising, 
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formal situations

In narrative can set the scene and 
retell events in the right order

complimenting and negotiating

Beginning to be aware of what the listener 
already knows and what needs further 
explanation

e.g. 'You know Uncle Billy, Joe's parrot, 
well he flew up the top of the wardrobe and 
Joe couldn't get him down'

Vocabulary Can compare words in terms of 
meanings, sounds or word shape

e.g. Which been is it if I have been 
somewhere, been or bean? 

Can guess words when given a 
description or definition

e.g. 'It grows in the garden, it is green 
and it feels nice to sit on…' 

Uses a wider range of time words

Uses specific topic related vocabulary 
during discussions

e.g. 'The arctic explorers must have been 
really brave cos there was always danger 
of falling down crevices.'

 

 

 


