
Year 5 Science Animals, including humans

Key Knowledge Significant Scientists

• There are six stages in the human lifecycle:
• 1. Foetus 2. Baby 3. Childhood 4. Adolescence 5. Adulthood 6. Old age

• Adolescence - the stage between childhood and adulthood when children become teenagers. Here, bodies 
develop during puberty.

• Puberty is a natural process during which an individual undergoes physical and hormonal changes, marking the 
transition from childhood to adulthood. These changes include the development of characteristics, such as the 
growth of body hair, changes in voice pitch, and the onset of reproductive capabilities.

• The gestation period of humans is relatively long compared to many other animals. Humans have a gestation 
period of around nine months.

Beyond living memory:
Alexander Fleming (1881 - 1955)
Scottish scientist who 
discovered the first antibiotic
drug, penicillin.

Nettie Stevens (1861 – 1912)
American Scientist and teacher 
who discovered sex chromosomes 
which showed that the sex of
offspring is determined by the
parents genetics.

Within living memory:
Rosalind Franklin (1920 - 1958)
British chemist whose work led to
Discovery of DNA structure

Key Vocabulary Questions to investigate Working Scientifically Skills

embryo, foetus,

adolescent, hormones, genes,

DNA, oestrogen, testosterone,

pituitary gland, reproduction,

menstruation, periods,  gestation period,

viviparous, zygote, puberty

uterus, 

• How do animals reproduce?
• Does the size of an animal affect its gestation period?
• How do life cycles vary for different types of animal?
• What are the different stages of a human life cycle?
• What happens to the human body during puberty?

- Ask questions
- Plan an enquiry
- Take measurements
- Record results
- Draw conclusions
- Identify and classify 
- Research
- Look for patterns 

Knowledge Organiser
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